
  

 

SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL MASS 
 

April 16, 2022 

 

“O truly blessed night, when things of heaven  
are wed to earth, and divine to the human.” 

 
The Exultet 
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 Deacon:  The Light of Christ 
 All:          Thanks be to God 

The Liturgy begins with the blessing of the Fire 

and the Lighting of the Paschal Candle.  The 
Lucenarium  (Service of Light) follows. 

 
Please stand when the Procession  begins 

Once inside the Cathedral,  
The Easter Proclamation (Exultet) is chanted 

On this night’s Vigil, which is the greatest and most noble of all  
Solemnities, the Church celebrates the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. There are four parts to this celebration: the lighting of the Easter 
Fire, and the Easter Proclamation and the Exultet as the first part.  
 
The second part is the Liturgy of the Word, when the Church meditates on 
the wonders that the Lord God has done for His People from the beginning.  
 
As the Mass continues, in the third part, new members are reborn in  
Baptism. At the completion of Baptism, the Faithful stand with lighted  
candles to renew their own Baptismal Promises. The Sacrament of  
Confirmation will also be administered at this time.  
 
The fourth part of this celebration is the Church calling all to the table of 
the Lord, what He has prepared for His people, the Holy Eucharist. 
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First Reading:       Genesis 1:1—2:2        

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, Send Out Your Spirit  Psalm 104 

Second Reading:          Genesis 22:1-18 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  You Are My Inheritance   Psalm 16 

Third  Reading:         Exodus 14:15—15:1 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Let Us Sing to the Lord   Exodus 15 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please Be Seated 
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Fifth  Reading:           Isaiah 55:1-11 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  You will draw water   Isaiah 12 
 

Fourth Reading:       Isaiah 54:5-15 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  I will praise you Lord   Psalm 30 
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Seventh  Reading:             Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28 
 
Responsorial Psalm:   Like a deer that longs   Psalm 42 
 

Sixth  Reading:              Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Lord,  you have the words  Psalm 19 



6 

Gloria At this time the candles are lit, and Gloria is sung with 
  bells ringing. 
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Epistle:        Romans  6:3-11 
 
 

 
Gospel:                Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Please remain standing until Bishop has reverenced the Gospel 
 
Homily:  Bishop Robert A. Gruss 

 

Gospel Acclamation        Celtic Alleluia   Please Stand 

Music: Celtic Mass; © 1985,  1996, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 
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Celebration of Baptism 

Baptismal Liturgy:  Calling forward those  to be baptized  
 
Litany of Saints during procession to Baptismal font 
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Blessing of Water 

 Response:     Celtic Alleluia 

Music: Celtic Mass; © 1985,  1996, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker.  Published by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

Sprinkling Song:   Baptized in Water 

Baptism    
 
After each person is baptized, we repeat the Alleluia  
 
Clothing with the Baptismal  garment 
 
Presentation of the Lighted Candle 
 
Renewal of Baptismal  Promises by the Faithful  
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CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 

Laying on of Hands 
 
Anointing with Chrism 

General Intercessions 
 Response:  Lord, hear our prayer 

THE EFFECTS OF CONFIRMATION  
(Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
 

1302 It is evident from its celebration that the effect of the sacrament of Con-
firmation is the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit as once granted to the 
apostles on the day of Pentecost. 

1303 From this fact, Confirmation brings an increase and deepening of baptis-
mal grace: 
- it roots us more deeply in the divine filiation which makes us cry, "Abba! 
Father!"; 
- it unites us more firmly to Christ; 
- it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us; 
- it renders our bond with the Church more perfect; 
- it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith 
by word and action as true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ 
boldly, and never to be ashamed of the Cross. 

javascript:openWindow('cr/1302.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/1303.htm');
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Holy Holy     Mass of Joy and Peace 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Please Be Seated 

Preparation of the Altar 
 
Presentation of the Gifts 
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Mystery of Faith    Mass of Joy and Peace 

Great Amen     Mass of Joy and Peace 
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Those who received the Sacraments of Initiation will receive 
Holy Communion first. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
1322 The holy Eucharist completes Christian initiation. Those who have 
been raised to the dignity of the royal priesthood by Baptism and configured 
more deeply to Christ by Confirmation participate with the whole commu-
nity in the Lord's own sacrifice by means of the Eucharist. 
1323 "At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Savior institut-
ed the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in order to 
perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until he should 
come again, and so to entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a memori-
al of his death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond 
of charity, a Paschal banquet 'in which Christ is consumed, the mind is 
filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.'" (Saint Thomas 
Aquinas) 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

The Lord’s Prayer                   Please Stand 

 
Lamb of God     Mass of Joy and Peace 

javascript:openWindow('cr/1322.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/1323.htm');
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Communion Hymn:     Christ Our Passover 
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All music reprinted with permission under One License, License # A703133.   
Text from the Roman Missal © 2010.  International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.   

 

CONCLUDING RITE 
Please Stand 

Blessing and Dismissal 
 
 Bishop: Go in Peace. Alleluia, Alleluia 
 All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Closing Hymn     Jesus Christ is Risen Today 


